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of the trends of the foreign trade of this commo-
dity has been included, and this aptly leads to
a consideration of the measures devised by
the Government of India in checking foreign
imports. It would be seen that, whereas in
1937-38 we imported Rs. 10-98 crores worth of
rice from Burma, our imports of the same in
1939-40 increased by nearly 50 per cent, to
Rs. 16-65 crores. The main cause of this has
been the remarkable failure of the Indian crop
in 1938-39. The net out-turn of the crop in
1938-3'9 was nearly 23-6 million tons as com-
pared to 26-8 million tons in 1936-37.
The author has instituted a study in prices
and, with the aid of price indices for various
varieties, has shown how, owing to the cheap
imports, prices have steadily declined. Added to
this, " the rigidity of t&e land revenue, despite
some remissions and concessions, has hit the
impecunious agriculturist very hard." How-
ever, for the past three years the prices have
been fairly steady, the January quotation in
1939 being Rs. 3-12-0 for a maund at Calcutta,
This has been attributed to the changes in the
price of Burma rice, brought about by the gene-
ral price-increase in every sphere of industry
and trade.
'A number of freight rates pertaining to rice
hiave been taken up for detailed  consideration.
These  are   instances   of   short   distance   and
h traffic; and the incidence of particular
t ifites on the prices of particular varieties
een investigated.   The incidence of
titi G-walior to Ctiddalorelias been cal-
W p*er cent/attd that of the rate frofti
fo; Tuticorin has been found to be
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